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Pushkin, Lermontov and Krylov, and thus enriched the intellectual
world and culture of his people with new ideas. .Kunanbayev believed
that only intimate intercourse with the progressive people of Russia
&nd Russian culture could lead his people out of the obscurity in which
they abided. In his poems he strove to make the Kazakh people dis-
tinguish the difference between the Russian people and the tsarist
colonizers. He educated the Kazakh people to the idea of fraternity
and friendship among all peoples.

The Kazakh scientist, Chokan Valikanov (1837-1865) 5 saw the
social inequality among the Kazakhs, and realized the antagonism
of interests between the toiling masses on the one hand, and the sul-
tans and beys on the other. Chokan Valikanov was the champion of*
the interests of the people and a true democrat. His work on the history
'of the Kazakh and Kirghiz peoples, and his studies of the geography
of Kazakhstan, Kirghizia and Kashgar were of great scientific impor-
tance. It was Valikanov 9s cherished dream to bring the Russian and
Kazakh peoples closer together.

The Kazakh poet Ibrai Altynsarin (1841-1889) was an advocate
of extensive popular education. His works are a call to education and
culture. He devoted his whole life to the organization of popular
education. The composition of the first Kazakh alphabet based on
Russian characters is the work of Ibrai Altynsarin.

Chapter XII

THE BEGINNING OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE
WOKKLNG  CLASS AGAINST TSARISM (1883-1900)

55* POLITICAL REACTION

The Reaction    Of    the   Nobility.   Alexander   m   (1881-1894)

ascended the throne upon the assassination of his father, Alexan-
der II, by members of the Narodnaya Vofya* Under him the people
were even worse off than before. Alexander III had not prepared him-
self to rule the state, and had become heir-apparent on the death of
his elder brother. He had looked upon himself merely as "a good
regimental commander." After his father's assassination a confer-
ence was held to discuss the reforms proposed by Loris-Melikov.
Thsse reforms were resolutely opposed by Pobedonostsev, Chief
Procurator of the Synod. Alexander rejected Loris-Molikov's projects
and dismissed him. The Manifesto issued on April 29, 1881, an-
nounced that the tsar would act "in his faith in the force and justice
of the principle of autocracy."